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“All choices were made to support a masculine,
men's club, aesthetic, evocative of the original
home itself, at the same time being mindful to bring
in a few feminine aspects every once and awhile.”

Toth Construction

Rocky Rochon Studio
Overbrook Construction
Lisa Staton Design
Adams Architecture

Signature A/V

“| deeply respect their commitment to revitalize the
grandeur of The Gables and make it their own.”

Mike Doyle, Landscape Designer
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“MEDINA'’S FIRST GREAT HOME”

Long before Medina became famous for ‘who’ lives on the Gold
Coast, Edward Webster and architects Bebb & Mendel visualized
‘how,” when they built The Gables in 1908. This fairytale craftsman
commands a private .75 acres where grandeur unfolds in stages;
from the auto court and deep porches, wind around lush roses to
the enchanting pool and play lawn.

The renovation by Toth Construction reflects a conscious investment
in quality and modern upgrades. Magazine-worthy interiors by Rocky
Rochon showcase the lasting allure of original details and timeless
materials, while luxurious finishes and custom elements set the scene
for large affairs and intimate living. Medina’s “first great home” is in
the history books; a rare investment built to last.
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Construction The "Green The City of Medina The Gables' current Designer Rocky Medina celebrates
on The Gables Store” opens. is incorporated. homeowners move in. Rochon oversees its 65th anniversary

is completed.
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a remodel of
the home.

since incorporation.
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MEDINA'S FIRST MANSION

ARTICLE MEILI CADY | PHOTOGRAPHY KARA MERCER

THE SLEEPY EASTSIDE CITY OF MEDINA HAS ALL
THE INGREDIENTS OF AN IDYLLIC AMERICAN
SMALL TOWN.

It's almost entirely residential — notably devoid of nearly
anything but private homes, a post office and a single
store. The scenery is lush and green, filled with freshly
trimmed grass and carefully clipped landscaping. Most of
the homes have open driveways, unshielded by gates, and
neighbors strolling by can exchange familiar greetings.

In the neighborhood surrounding Overlake Drive, a small
corner grocery — affectionately called “The Green Store” by
residents — has been a quick-stop mainstay for more than
a century. The original building was constructed in 1908,
when there was little else around but forest and farmland.

A few hundred yards away, steeply pitched gable
roofs peaked through the trees. The house — named
for its striking English architecture — was Medina’s
first mansion, and may have been home to some of The
Green Store's first customers.

The Gables was built in1908 and owned by Edward
Webster, secretary and general manager of Independent
Telephone in Seattle. Over the years the home was inhab-
ited by a string of families and saw a series of remodels. As
the mansion changed, so did the neighborhood.

Eastside Heritage Center Board member Michael
Luis wrote about the town's rise to notoriety in his book
Images of America: Medina.

"Despite its marvelous growth, Medina has success-
fully maintained its charm. A new generation of fami-
lies arrived in the 1990s, filling classrooms and parks,
and renewing Medina's original identity: close to the
big city, but a world apart.”

A pair of Bellevue High School sweethearts married
after college and moved to Europe, where they spent most
of their time in London. After selling a successful business,
they decided to return home to Washington. They spent a
few years growing their family in a modest-sized vintage
home in Medina, but when they discovered they were
expecting a fourth son, they knew they'd need more room.

“We wanted a house that could accommodate a bunch
of boys so they could hang out here,” the homeowner says.

She says they craved the character of the antiquated,
“clunky” homes they'd known in the English countryside.
The Gables had character pouring out of every century-old
crevice. Merlot-colored wallpaper with farmhouse prints cov-
ered every inch of wall in the then 1,000 square foot kitchen.
Original radiator heaters were still keeping the home warm,
and antique bathtubs and sinks were in working condition.

CONTINUED >

March 2020 | Bellevue Lifestyle

21



OPEN HOUSE (CONTINUED)
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DESIGNER ROCKY ROCHON
DESCRIBES THE DESIGN
CONCEPT AS "ENGLISH

MEN'S CLUB MEETS SEATTLE
FARM HOME" AND USED
"EARTHY, RICH COLORS

WITH A RANGE OF TEXTURES

FROM SAND TO METALLIC."

At first, they thought they only needed to redecorate.
But, a year into living there, they realized there was more
work to do than they'd ever imagined. There were areas
of the house with no recessed or overhead lighting at
all, creating gloomy patches of darkness. The gigantic,
gorgeous kitchen — a major selling point in the listing
— made simple cooking feel like relay training: “If I'd try
to make macaroni and cheese, I'd be running around
breaking a sweat.” And something “just felt off” about
the layout when they'd come home.

The homeowners reached out to renowned inte-
rior designer Rocky Rochon.

“l had read about him. | read an interview where he
was asked, ‘If you have something old in a home, do
you tear down and start over?’ He said, 'Oh, | always
want to work with the old." So, | called him."

True to his word, Rocky made every effort to keep
what worked and to reimagine what didn't.

A downstairs “fruit room” from the original layout
turned into a wine cellar — technically still a fruit room,
heavy on grapes.

A grand fireplace remains in the family room with
little change beyond a fresh coat of paint.

Major structural changes included moving the front
door and dropping the staircase to create a formal
entryway, downsizing the kitchen, adding a library
and mudroom, and creating a corridor as a shortcut
through the maze of rooms.

Details throughout the home show a thread of British
influence — a subtle nod to the couple's time abroad.

The family says the renovation made them feel like
they'd done right by the house, celebrating its bones
rather than burying them with something unrecognizable.

“It's interesting because there is so much new, so
much that's being created... It had the feeling of some-
thing that had been around for a long time, and there
was something very comforting about that.”

The Gables home epitomizes what makes Medina
more valuable than just the sticker price on real estate.
It was built on a historical foundation, and through the
generations, what is most precious has been preserved.

March 2020 | Bellevue Lifestyle 23



ITHE GABLES

A Modern Manor with Perfect Patina ® Timeless spaces for the young at heart
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Strait-laced fir box beams to
leopard spots, Paul Smith
stripes and crocodile corners

Tracing the evolution of root cellar to wine cellar

Walk in closets pair with nooks

and crannies pierced by leaded
windows peering out at all new
roof shingles

In the living room
flames blaze
against century
old brick, while in
the library and
great room, fire
Original iron and handpicked gilt lights with a click
fixtures at home with architectural

lighting and directional spots.

This sink forgot the washing
board already, because
now its time to wash a dog

named Teddy The Gables is already in the

history books, perhaps the next
chapter includes you.
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“The Gables: Medina’s first great house...” ot Americs
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LAKELURE

A TALE OF MEDINA, WASHINGTON

JUNIUS ROCHESTER
WITH A PREFACE BY FRED BASSETTI, FAIA, ANA “The Gables: Medina’s first mansion...”
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